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The Third Teachers’ Professional Development Symposium

“Teaching the Skills”

Co-sponsored by

English
Language

Fellow Program

STDC
Suzhou Teacher _ _ English Language
Soochow University
Development Centre Fellow Program

May 16" and 17"
No. 389, Xue Shi Street, STDC, Suzhou City



Symposium Schedule
Friday, May 16"

1:30-2:30:
Dr. Gena Rhoades, “Cooperative and Communicative Speaking Activities”

The focus of this workshop is on implementing classroom management techniques that assist in creating
effective cooperative and communicative speaking activities, especially within classes of 20 students or
more. Participants learn how classrooms can be organized in ways that minimize the chaos that large
class sizes can cause. This chaos is often the reason teachers choose not to use group work or other
communicative techniques on a regular basis. Participants learn how to effectively use these techniques
to ensure each student participates in group activities and has an opportunity to practice speaking the
target language in each class.

2:30-2:45: Break:

2:45-4:15:
Anthony Newman, “Vocabulary Learning Strategies: Word Study and Fluency”

Effective EFL vocabulary instruction includes multiple and varied exposures to words. Literacy research
suggests that teachers choose 10 words each week and provide daily, varied activities with clear, explicit
strategies for students to practice using those words. In this workshop, Tony will guide participants
through nine vocabulary learning strategies. After the workshop, participants are expected to be able to
use or modify each strategy for use in their individual classroom situations.

Saturday, May 17"

9:00-10:30:

Matthew Manning, “ldeas on Teaching Writing Creatively”

More often than not, teachers complain about teaching writing. The endless grading and boring activities
can leave not only students frustrated, but also their teachers. In this workshop, Matthew will walk you
through some of his favorite writing activities that you can implement in your own classroom.
Additionally, Matthew will give careful instruction on how you can take these activities further and
demonstrate the usefulness of these activities for other types of writing. Participants will be asked to
take part in these activities and join the discussions.

10:30-10:45: Break

10:45-12:15:

Chris Tebbe, “Teaching Listening”

In this workshop the presenter will briefly introduce theories of learning and teaching listening and shall
detail bottom-up and top-down processes of listening for beginning, intermediate and advanced
language learners. Afterwards, the presenter will teach several listening activities that can be utilized.
The audience will have a chance to try out some of these activities.



Presenters’ Profiles

Dr. Gena Rhoades is currently the Senior English Language Fellow in
Shantou, China. She has several years of experience as a trainer of trainers
(TOT), teacher-trainer, teacher and administrator. She was most recently
Associate Professor for the online Master of Arts in Teaching with the
University of Southern California (MAT@USC). Prior to teaching online,
she worked with the Laos Ministry of Education through an Asia
Development Bank funded project where she led a team of TOT consultants
who wrote a competency-based training manual and trained the Laos faculty
who are now training new professors at all three of the public universities in
Laos. Before becoming a consultant in Laos, she was an EL Fellow in
Morocco for two years where her main role was one of the teacher-trainers at
Ecole Normale Supé&ieure in Rabat. In addition, she worked with the
Ministry of National Education on a project to promote English Clubs in
high schools throughout Morocco. She gave several presentations and workshops throughout Morocco
and at NileTESOL in Egypt. Beforedeciding to teach abroad again, Dr. Rhoades was a faculty member
at the University of Southern California where she taught in the Masters in Teaching English as a
Second Language Program and was the International Teaching Assistant Program Coordinator.

Tony Newman grew up in New York and went on to graduate from the
University of Virginia where he studied Spanish Literature. He pursued
his graduate work in English language teaching methodology and
second language acquisition at UCLA and Marshall University. Over
the last thirteen years, Tony has contributed to English as a Second
Language pedagogy in the United States and China. He has taught in
China for six years and has lectured in 12 provinces and over thirty
different universities and high schools. In the U.S., he taught academic
writing and critical thinking at the State University of New York, and
the University of Connecticut. Tony has been invited to present in over
twenty international conferences throughout Asia, where he has offered both teacher training workshops
and plenary speeches. He is thrilled to accept his second, Senior English Language Fellowship with the
U.S. Department of State. Tony is currently teaching academic writing and critical thinking to the
Master’s class in the Graduate College of Jinan University in Guangzhou, China.




Matthew David Manning holds a Bachelor's in Business and English

¥® from Arizona State University and a MA in English with an emphasis in

s creative writing: poetry from Pittsburg State University. During his

__ master's work, Matthew joined the Intensive English Program staff and

£ taught students from all over the world in all four core areas (writing,
reading, listening/speaking, and grammar). He has won several awards for
. his own poems, and has given many presentations including one on
applying first-language acquisition theories to second-language acquisition
practices. Since joining the faculty at Soochow University after graduation,
Matthew has performed groundbreaking work. He was the first to offer
graduate-level creative writing classes and create a writing club. Matthew
also gives lectures for the Soochow University Movie Panel nearly every week to 200+ students, and has
recently done translation work on more than 100,000 words for SUDA's recent website revision.
Matthew will rejoin the staff at Pittsburg State University this summer, but plans on coming back to
China in the future.

Chris Tebbe is currently a U.S Department of State English Language
Fellow at Sichuan University in Chengdu. He has earned Master’s
degrees in TESOL from Teachers College, Columbia University in New

York City and in German from the University of Cincinnati in Ohio.

Address of the Venue (Suzhou Teacher Development Centre) :
PN B4 389 5 FRNFUM AR FL Gk 1 SLFRFBL 2 5HOBEE A RA®KIENF
A, EE—EOKEIE]D

For further information, please contact:

Bruce Applebaum applebru@hotmail.com

Professor. Wang Haizhen wanghaizhen@suda.edu.cn
Dr. Juming Shen jumingshen@126.com 13861300799
Wang Jingzhi 68626007 @qg.com 13915582489
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